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WHAT : a set of policies & contracts that deal with the copyright 

and licensing aspects of objects on Europeana Collections 

WHY: for users, clear and easy to understand information on what 

they can and cannot do with metadata and content that they 

encounter via Europeana Collections. 

HOW:  

- CC0 licence for the metadata 

- 14 standardised licences of the content 
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in 

Standardised rights  
statements 

 

 

Варна. Изглед от улица Цар Самуил, Кноб, 

Индржих - художник,Library Pencho Slaveykov, 

Public Domain 
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2015: non-standardised rights 
statements 
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DPLA (until 2016): 

Metadata CC0, 

Digital Objects: 

87.000 rights 

statements 
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2016: standardised rights statements 

CC BY-SA 

Europeana 

Metadata CC0, 

Digital Objects: 14 

rights statements 
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What is rightstatements.org?  

- Developed by Europeana, 

DPLA, Kennisland and 

Creative Commons 

 

- Provides 12 

standardised rights 

statements for 

digitized cultural 

heritage.  
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Untitled 
Anonymous 

1911 Circus Museum 
Netherlands, CC BY-SA 

Rights statements on 
Europeana Collections 
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For each data partner  

 - CC0 for the 

metadata 

 - 1 standard licence 

(from the set of 14 

licences) for each 

digital object 
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The edm:rights 

value allows 

Europeana to 

display a rights 

statement 

alongside each 

digital object that is 

available via 

Europeana 

Collections.  
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<edm:ProvidedCHO rdf:about="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"/> 

  <ore:Aggregation rdf:about="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"> 

    <edm:aggregatedCHO rdf:resource="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"/> 

    <edm:dataProvider>Библиотека РОДИНА - Стара Загора / Library Rodina - Stara Zagora</edm:dataProvider> 

    <edm:isShownAt rdf:resource="http://catalog.rodina-

bg.org/abeuropeana/ABDKFram.htm?SearchParam=77235&amp;ABFond=2&amp;WSend=Search"/> 

    <edm:isShownBy rdf:resource="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"/> 

    <edm:object rdf:resource="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"/> 

    <edm:provider>Регионална библиотека ПЕНЧО СЛАВЕЙКОВ - Варна / Public Library - Varna</edm:provider> 

    <edm:rights rdf:resource="http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/"/> 
  </ore:Aggregation> 

  <ore:Proxy rdf:about="http://catalog.rodina-bg.org/ft/prd/3047/e3047.JPG"> 

    <dc:date>1900-10-01</dc:date> 

    <dc:description>Преглед на две публикации от македонския вестник "Усилие" и българския вестник "Изгрев" за 

ролята на духовенството и убеждението на хората, че духовенството е паразитно съсловие, което живее на гърба на 

работното население. 

След статията е публикувана мисъл от Биконсфилд за социалдемократическото движение.</dc:description> 

    <dc:format>text/pdf</dc:format> 

    <dc:language>bg</dc:language> 

    <dc:rights>Библиотека РОДИНА - Стара Загора</dc:rights> 

    <dc:source>Труд</dc:source> 

    <dc:subject>Духовници, световни</dc:subject> 

    <dc:title>Из вестниците и списанията : Черното воинство</dc:title> 

    <dc:type>статия</dc:type> 

    <dcterms:isPartOf>Периодични издания. Стара Загора 1882 - 1944</dcterms:isPartOf> 

    <edm:type>TEXT</edm:type> 

  </ore:Proxy> 
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14 available rights statements  

Note: Please visit pro.Europeana.eu/available-rights-statements for the current list. 

From creativecommons.org: From rightsstatements.org: 

- Public Domain Mark - In Copyright 

- CC 0 Public Domain dedication - In Copyright - EU Orphan Work 

- CC BY - No Copyright - other known legal 

restrictions 

- CC BY-NC - In Copyright - Educational use permitted 

- CC BY-ND - No Copyright - non-commercial use only 

- CC BY-SA - Copyright not evaluated 

- CC BY-NC-SA 

- CC BY-NC-ND 
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rights statements 
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Woman with the Artist 
Vytautas Kasiulis 

1948, Lithuanian Art Museum 

Lithuania, CC BY 

Ensuring that rights 
statements are accurate 
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What does a rights statement apply to? 

Rights statements are determined by the © status of the digital 

object.  

 

The © status of the digital object is based on the copyright 

status of the underlying object.  
Example of the layers of copyright 
- There is copyright present in the 
photo of the sculpture (the digital 
object) and also copyright in the 
sculpture (the underlying object)  

 
Here, the rights statement needs 
to reflect the copyright status of 

the photo and any permission for 
reuse granted by the rights holder 

                 
photo of the 

sculpture  

sculpture 
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What does a rights statement apply to? 

What if the underlying object (the sculpture) is in the public domain? 

In most cases, the digital object should then be in the public domain.  

In some cases a new copyright is created in the digital object. 

                 
photo of the 

sculpture  

sculpture 

The sculpture e.g. Michelangelo’s David 
is in the public domain. However, in this 
case a new copyright has been created 

in the photo. 
 

Here, the rights statement needs to 
reflect the copyright status of the photo 
and any permission for reuse granted by 

the rights holder 
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Indications of inaccurate rights 
statements 
Large collections (esp. 20th-century works) with CC0: 

•Data providers can sometimes get confused and think the Data 

Exchange Agreement requires them to specify CC0 as the value of 

edm:rights 

 

Large collections with Creative Commons licenses: 

•It is not very common that data providers hold the rights to the 

works in their collection and therefore it is unlikely that they can 

apply CC licenses en masse. 
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Indications of inaccurate rights 
statements 
 

Large collections of 20th-century works with the Public Domain 

Mark 

•Most 20th century material is still covered by copyright and 

permission from the rights holder is required for any use of (a) 

work(s). 

 

Collections of pre 20th-century works with statements other 

than PDM, CC0 or NoC-NC 

•These works are very likely to be in the Public Domain.  
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Sharing digitised collections, Glasgow, January 2017  

#allezculture 
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