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FBC – Digital Libraries Federation

platform for digital resources of Polish cultural heritage and science

Dynamic
links

indexing
search

Services of Polish cultural

heritage and science 
institutions, delivering digital
resources

aggregation
search

Dynamic links

Normalization
enrichment

Users flow
Data flow

Legend:



FBC – Digital Libraries Federation

• Started in 2007

• 4,825,781 objects at the moment (3,658,491 in free access)

• 132 data providers: digital libraries, digital museums, institutional repositories

• Traffic:

– 1mln sessions, 650k users per year

statistics
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FBC Journals

• First thematic portal of FBC

• Dedicated tool to search for 
and view journals and 
newspapers available in FBC

http://czasopisma.fbc.net.pl/
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Challenges of aggregation – lessons learned

Find the balance between standards and data quality

– Dublin Core is not for everybody

• Institutions were "forced" to use Dublin Core, and they mapped their data to it, in a lot of 
cases data meaning was lost

• It was also to limited, and we couldn't make some functionalities work with it

• A tailored data format was created on the Dublin Core basis (and introduced in many data 
sources)

Consider cooperation instead of doing it all by yourself

– After Polish Ministry of Culture started to fund digitisation, a lot of small institutions created 
their own services instead of working with bigger institutions (e.g. regional digital library)

– A lot of them cannot really maintain these service anymore after the funding is finished

data & aggregation
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Challenges of aggregation - lessons learned

Define/agree on standards at the very beginning

– Think if you can standardize any of the fields in the metadata (e.g. language, rights, type).

• Use one of well-well known standards (e.g. ISO codes for language, 
http://rightsstatements.org/ for rights)

• You can work it out together with your data providers

– Without it data providers will do it by themselves and you will have to handle multiple 
different self-established standards at the aggregator level

data quality

24.05.2018 7

http://rightsstatements.org/


Challenges of aggregation - lessons learned

Validate the data!

– Problems in our metadata:

• no rights information available

• intellectual property rights mistaken for physical ownership of the object

– Validate and:

• Give feedback

• Do not accept records with the information missing or when it's invalid*

*it might be too restrictive solution

copyrights
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Challenges of aggregation - lessons learned

Increase the awareness about your aggregator and Europeana

– We organized several workshops about FBC, Europeana, digital humanities, first individually, 
then in cooperation with National Audiovisual Institute (FINA) under "Tu Europeana" program 
funded by the Ministry of Culture

– what worked "better": at some point Ministry of Culture changed how digitization grants were 
evaluated, there were bonus points if data was in the end available in Europeana. 

• That fired back a little bit as only few institutions did it well, the rest left it for the very 
end of the project, some have not delivered their data

institutional buy-in
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